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should be required to furnish 3,200 men towards the defence of the con-
tinent on any sudden emergency.
1st, Let the whole number of effective inhabitants be divided into
hundreds; then if each of those hundreds turn out four men, the whole
number of 3,200 will be had.
2d? Let the name of each hundred men be entered in a book, and let
'four dollars be collected from each man, with as much more as any of
the gentlemen, whose abilities can afford it, shall please to throw in,
which gifts likewise shall be entered against the names of the donors.
3d, Let the sums so collected be offered as a present, over and above
the bounty of twenty dollars, to any four who may be inclined to propose
themselves as volunteers: if more than four offer, the majority of the
subscribers present shall determine which; if none offer, then four out
of the hundred shall be taken by lot, who shall be entitled to the said
sums, and shall either go, or provide others that will, in the space of
six days.
4th, As it will always happen, that in the space of ground on which
an hundred men shall live, there will be always a number of persons who,
by age and infirmity, are incapable of doing personal service, and as such
persons are generally possessed of the greatest part of property in any
country, their portion of service, therefore, will be to furnish each man
with a blanket, which will make a regimental coat, jacket, and breeches,
or clothes in lieu thereof, and another for a watch cloak, and two pair
of shoes; for however choice people may be of these things matters not
in cases of this kind; those who live always in houses can find many
ways to keep themselves warm, but it is a shame and a sin to suffer a
soldier in the field to want a blanket while there is one hi the country.
Should the clothing not be wanted, the superannuated or infirm per-
sons possessing property, may, in lieu thereof, throw in their money
subscriptions towards increasing the bounty; for though age will nat-
urally exempt a person from personal service, it cannot exempt him from
his share of the charge, because the men are raised for the defence of
property and liberty jointly.
There never was a scheme against which objections might not be
raised. But this alone is not a sufficient reason for rejection. The only
line to judge truly upon, is, to draw out and admit all the objections
which can fairly be made, and place against them all the contrary quali-
ties, conveniences and advantages, then by striking a balance you come
at the true character of any scheme, principle or position.
The most material advantages of the plan here proposed are, ease,